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Senators trying to keep an cye i

military developments In Cuba ave

. painting a somoewhat more hervaus pic-
. ture than President Kennedy did whon
- he gave the assurance there is no new

- buildup there.
Sen. Wayne Moise, chairrnan of the
subcommitiee on Latin American af-

" fairs, sald, following a bLriefing given
“ by Secretary of Stare Deyn Rusk and

- have confidence in

J-hn A, McCone, Central Inteiligence
Agency director, that the couriry can
the Precident's
statements on the Cuban situation,
However, Sen. Géo, go D Afken ! “sted
ihat the Russiang have “enorowcusly
strong’ military and volitical forces on
the jsland. And Sen. Stuart Symington
said he is worried about the number of
Russian air force pecronnel among rhe
17,000 1o 20.000 Soviet representatives
in Cuba. The highsr figure {s given
by Sen. Kenneth B. Keating who ap-
pears tn have excellont sources of hig
own for developing information on
-what goes on with cur *ruculent neigh-
hor, only ™ niules o.r the coast of Flor-
ida. )
it is Sen. Aiken's view that Soviet
strength on the island is growing
strongor—this desplte what the Presi-
dent had to say-—and Sen. Symington
also believes that what is in Cuba now
ig “considerably more than what it was
a few months ago.”
The capacity of Cuba, or Russian
forces located there, to launch an at-
tack on the United States or on other
‘points within the Western Hemisphere
"which, according to presidential defini-
tion, wonld amount to the same thing,
has, of cowrse, been the chief U. 8. con-
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el ", and led 1o last year's dlrect eon-l
1, “tarion and the Jmposing of the 4
«* ri-lived blockade, .
iut last year's tension stemmed from !
the presence of missiles in Cuba which !
gave the Russlan foreces long-range nu-|
clenr siriking power, and the senators |-
and the President hoth appear equally
satisticd that these are no longer pl'es-
ent.

So the senatnrs are now raising the'
guestion of whether something nearly
as dangerous to hemispheric smrityl‘
is not emerging in the repm'tadn

strengthening of other kinds pt Ru;mn o

fighting power,

The President has given na answe‘:‘ C

to the question, and neither did thé‘
senators got the answer from the!

State Department or CIA during thig 1"

week's briefing. Or to put it another -

way, in conncction with the briefing, -

what the senators were told in the se- &
cret conference did not allay their fears
that a challenge to the security of the ,
United States and its hemispheric al-:

lies continues to be presented in an in-;

creasingly serious form by the Sovlet j,

military buildup which the_Presidentjgz'j. _
is more than inclined to doubt, but’)
which the senators insist s taklng,{ .

place.

that last year's crisis was preceded by a |
similar contrast of estimates on events ;-
taking place in Cuba, And it Is to be’;
hoped that any significant chgngn'g

which may currently be going on jni
Cuba-based Communist capacity fQFF‘t
making trouble is actually being diag-'
nosed by the President and his advisers. }
One rude -

with complete accuracy.
awakening is quite enough.
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It is difficult at this point to forget. ﬂ.
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